	Minutes of MPC Affordable Housing Steering group 17.11.25 
          
					In attendance 	          Apologies	           Absent	
	Cllr Sam Hooper	                                     v
	Cllr Eileen Horley - minutes		v
	Mary Holmes -  Chairperson		v
	Donna Crouter				v
	John Butler			                 			 v
	Matt Owen				v
	Martyn Hildreth			                  v				   	
	Laura Simpkins, 			v
Nat King Smith				v     {via Internet ‘Teams’ link}
	
25.22	Declaration of interests. Members were invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and 	other interests in items on the agenda as required by the Code of Conduct for Members and by 	the Localism Act 2011. No declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests were received.
25.23	Minutes of previous meeting. minutes were accepted and signed	off by the Chairperson.
25.24	Matters arising: - Laura confirmed that she had spoken to the Allocations team, and they have 	agreed that someone will attend the meeting in the new year.
25.25	Update on Design options.
	Nat put up images showing various options, with artist views of how buildings would look 	from ground level, examples of building materials that could be used, and some pictures of 	houses built on other sites that would seem to be in keeping with the area.  All houses built for 	this project will be two story units. 
	The site will have an ecological buffer around the edges that measures about 5 meters.  All new 	developments must now have a Biodiversity Gain Plan.  Where the site was previously an open 	field there is a need to provide a compensation plan detailing how to minimise the impact on the 	on-site habitat.
	Option 1 shows 2 blocks of terraced houses, seven 2 bed and one 3 bed house and one unit with 	one bed downstairs and one bed upstairs.   A path leads through a gate to the recreation field and 	there is a path at the back of the site. One car port and parking bays are included.	
	Option 2 shows 2 blocks of terraced houses, five 2 bed, one 3 bed house and one 2 bed 	bungalow, one unit with one bed on the ground floor and one bed above. Another stand-alone 	unit also with one bed on the ground floor and one bed above. Also included are 2 car ports and 	parking bays.
	Option3 shows 3 blocks of houses, 2 units are one bed on the ground floor and one bed 	above, one 3 bed, seven 2 bed houses. One car port and parking bays are included.
Action - Nat has agreed to email the drawings to Eileen so that they can be seen in more 	detail by 	everyone. Eileen to send them out to all members.
	Members to look at the drawings and send any comments to Eileen to collate and return to 	Nat, by Friday 28th November 2025
	The 3 options have been shown to Judith Garrity from NFDC planning department and at this 	early stage there do not seem to be any worries or concerns.
	Some comments from members attending the meeting included: -
	*There seems to be a lot of tarmac which is expensive – rather see money going into the 	buildings.
	*Could there be a one bed unit built over the car port?  It  was explained that this option is not 	as economical as building a house.
	*For the bungalow and ground floor units it may be best to have them near a parking bay in case 	of mobility needs.
	*How will parking bays be allocated?  There will be 2 car bays for the 2 bed units, the 3 bed 	units will also have 2 bays and the one bed units will have one car bay.  There will also be shared 	bays for 	visitors.  Consideration could be given to include extra parking at the front of the site for 	existing Downview Road residents to use, as this may help ease congestion in the road.
	* Will there be enough room for delivery lorries, cleansing tankers etc to move on site?  The on-	site road layout allows for commercial vehicles to turn/back up and exit the site going forwards.
	*Will some of the houses be facing the recreation field? The likelihood is that there will be 	children in some of the houses. It is thought that it is a good thing to overlook the playing field.  	Natural surveillance when designing is considered. It allows more people to see and be seen 	providing a level of security.  
	*If the houses are to have solar panels, East/West facing houses will be less viable. There will 	need to be a balance to get decent energy generation and avoid overheating.
	* Will the 2 bed houses have double bedroom spaces? The 2 bed houses will be for 4 people. 	Usually,	one bedroom will have twin beds. The allocation policy will apply where 2 children will 	share a room.
	* Would it be better to build more 3 bed homes now, looking to the future when families may 	need more spaces?  The housing needs survey is not showing the need for more 3 bed houses at 	the moment.  To include more 3 bed houses would require evidence for the need.
	* Many of the buildings in the area have flint as a building material, could this be used to add 	some detail?  Flint is costly although it does get used on some affordable housing sites as an 	accent, say, round a gable on a building that fronts the site.	
	* Timber cladding would be in keeping with the barns in the area and has been used as a 	traditional material. However, it would not be timber that is used but a composite material to look 	like timber.
	*In options 2 and 3 the gardens of the proposed houses will be backing onto the last house in the 	existing 	phase one site. This could cause noise or other disturbance for the occupant. It may be 	possible to increase the size of the buffer zone along this edge.
	* Has shared ownership been considered?  The houses on this site will be for council rent only.  	Shared ownership is usually done when houses are being built by private developers.


25.26	Update on surveys carried out.
	*The ground water monitoring and investigations to take place on 25th November.
	*Topographical survey will be carried out next week at the beginning of December.  
	There has been a comment from a resident in the area that the trees along the back edge of the 	site are so high now that they cast shadow into the gardens for most of the day.  Will this need to 	be considered in the tree survey for the new site?  If the problem is excessive the daylight levels 	will be looked at in the survey.
	* The utilities survey will be looking at connecting with existing utilities such as drainage, BT 	connections etc. It was mentioned that Wessex Internet have been making a lot of the 	connections in the area.
Action – Nat will investigate this.
	*The initial ecology survey has been done and there are no further visits planned.  This alleviates 	some of the timing, just waiting for the report.
25.27	Update on time scale.
	These are broadly the same as discussed at the previous meeting.  
	*Pre-application late winter early spring 2026 with 4 to 6 weeks before a planning application is 	submitted.
	*Mid-February early March 2026 to hold a late afternoon early evening drop in event.
	If the pre-application is not accepted there will be detailed pointers for required changes.  It is 	important to keep a transparent relationship with the Planners.  The cost for a pre-application will 	vary according to the number of houses to be built.  Anything over 9 houses will increase the 	cost. There is a budget for this first stage. The majority cost will be when the main planning 	application goes in.
	
25.28	Any other business
	Nat and Judith would like to remind all steering group members that these plans and 	discussions are not to be shared outside of these meetings at this stage.
	
25.20 	Date of next meeting: - Monday 2nd February 2026 at 7.00pm Eileen to book the Blandford 	Hall.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
	
	

	






